
Lake Michigan 
“The Great Lakes were what biologists call “ecologically naïve.” This means the lakes 
were inhabited by fish and other aquatic species whose isolation left them uniquely 
exposed to foreign perturbances.”

	 	 	 	 “The Death and Life of the Great Lakes,” Dan Egan 

• The Great Lakes, pre-colonization, were impregnable from any outside interference. Lake 
Michigan lies 600 feet above sea level and its water flows east, towards the Atlantic 
ocean, out through Niagara Falls and then the Saint Lawrence River. Niagara Falls  
guarded against any outside aquatic life breaching the lakes. However, starting in 1689 
with the French digging a canal and the invention of a river lock system allowing for ships 
to rise to higher portions of the river system that lead into the lakes, outside species have 
found ways in.


• Sea lampreys appeared in the early 1800s and became an epidemic over the next century, 
decimating populations of native fish. After the near-extinction of the largest native 
predators, the lake trout and the (eventual) mass poisoning of lamprey nests in the ‘50s, 
alewives, a fairly benign species drove into the lakes and took over, eventually eating 
themselves to death and washing up on shore in vast, decaying swathes in the 1970s. In 
the 20th century, as huge cargo 
ships dropped ballast in the lakes, 
invasive species, such as zebra 
and quagga mussels and water 
fleas, came in with these ships. If 
Lake Michigan were drained of 
water, one could walk across the 
flat of mussels from one side to the 
other without ever touching the 
actual lakebed. These mussels 
have destroyed the foundational 
food of the lake, plankton


• This is all to say: ecologically, the 
lakes are fucked up by hundreds of 
years of humyn intervention. Lake Michigan, has the distinction of being the major port of 
Chicago, one of the largest cities in the Midwest.


• Thus it also has the distinction of being our water supply and previously, toilet. In 1900, 
the Chicago River was reversed to send the city’s untreated sewage downstream into the 
Mississippi River and then into the Gulf of Mexico. Before then, it had been going straight 
into Lake Michigan and turning back towards faucets for drinking water.  


• Even now, we put 1.2 billion gallons of sewage into the Chicago river daily.
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Beaches

	 “The process of building out the land along the Lake Michigan shoreline involved driving 
an outer line of bulkheads away from the original shoreline and then filling behind it with 
material dredged from the Lake Michigan bottom, sand from the Indiana shoreline, general 
construction debris, alley waste and even debris from the Chicago Fire, in places up to a mile 
away from the original shoreline.”

	 	 	 	 City of Chicago website,


	 “Expressways were seen as a way to kill two birds with one stone — to modernize the 
city by retrofitting it for cars and for traffic,” [David] Spatz says. “And at the same time, clear 
out neighborhoods that were blighted.”


	 	 	 	 “DISPLACED,” Curious City


	 As the Dwight Eisenhower Expressway was built, it cut through Jewish, Italian, Black, 
and Hispanic neighborhoods, tearing up houses and turning the remaining streets and delis 
and businesses into ghost-towns. Ultimately, the ruins were turned around and used as a 
foundational material for the North Shore beaches. When we use the beaches, we are standing 
both on homes of other animals and humyns displaced generations ago.


“The Events” 

	 “The Events,” a play by David Grieg, is the story of Claire trying to reconcile her 
worldview and cope with immense trauma after surviving the mass shooting of her choir. 
Claire’s journey is an unwinding as she tries to originate the exact cause of evil that began the 
events that so wildly disrupted her and her choir’s life. By living in a world where that 


	 “The Events” became a sort of structural piece of information while working on this. By 
reducing the play to a basic shape it comes down to (at this moment) five movements. These 
motions become information for physical space and an arc that lives underneath and alongside 
your writing. They’re not explicitly being used, but more casual guidelines for me.


• Split - prologue


• Cope

• Obsess

• Violence


• Integrate - epilogue 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“Regarding the Pain of Others” 

	 “Regarding the Pain of Others” is Susan Sontag’s last book. Published in 2004, 
“Regarding” is Sontag’s history and critical viewing of war photography and the developed 
world’s distance from and obsession with observing pain and violence. The book also reads 
into the objectification and anonymizing of the impoverished and people of color that yt folx in 
America and other Western nations participate in for the sake of our moral identities.


	 Here is a (small) selection of quotes:


“Violence turns anybody subjected to it into a thing. No, retort those who 
in a given situation see no alternative to armed struggle, violence can 
exalt someone subjected to it into a martyr or hero.”


“Photographs of an atrocity may give rise to opposing responses. A call 
for peace. A cry for revenge. Or simply the bemused awareness, 
continually restocked by photographic information, that terrible things 
happen.”


“Memory has altered the image, according to memories needs.”


“Moral indignation, like compassion, cannot dictate a course of action.”


“Wherever people feel safe — they will be indifferent.”


“Nobody can think and hit someone at the same time.”
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